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He had himself tied up and placed in coffins, sunk into the East River in handcuffs in a wooden box, and freed himself from a straitjacket while hanging upside down on a building wall. He made elephants disappear in Times Square and walked through a wall. He escaped from the ‘Chinese water torture cell’ and from milk cans filled with water and secured with locks. Like many of his truly breathtaking feats, this so-called ‘Milk Can Escape’ thrilled astonished audiences and contributed to his lasting legacy as one of the greatest illusionists in history. We are, of course, talking about the world-famous escape artist, performer, pilot, film producer and actor, marketing genius, Freemason and president of the Society of American Magicians, Harry Houdini, whose extravagant life provided countless stories and anecdotes and whose mysterious death continues to be shrouded in a wide variety of conspiracy theories...
A life for the stage: Born Erik Weisz in Budapest on 24 March 1874, the son of a Jewish rabbi was considered extremely athletic even in his childhood and youth, and throughout his life he attached great importance to staying physically and mentally fit. After emigrating to the USA and the early death of his father, life for the destitute family was anything but rosy. However, even at a young age, little Ehrich Weiss, as he now called himself, displayed extraordinary business acumen and outstanding showmanship. He came up with his later stage name, Harry Houdini, through his admiration for the famous magician Harry Kellar and his role model, the French magician Jean Eugène Robert-Houdin. At the age of 17, Houdini began performing as a magician, later with his wife Wilhelmina Beatrice, known as ‘Bess’, as his assistant.
 
After their first few unprofitable years as artists in various American travelling circuses and sideshows, the Houdinis finally tried their luck in London at the turn of the century, where their engagement there led to performances in Dresden and Berlin. In Germany, they were frenetically acclaimed and enjoyed great success in sold-out venues such as the Wintergarten Varieté in Berlin. From then on, they toured with the most renowned German circus companies, such as Circus Busch, and Harry Houdini became one of the most famous show stars in Europe and Russia. From 1906 onwards, Houdini's clever marketing enabled him to thrill North American audiences with his mostly dramatically staged tricks. The rest is history...
Now, the award-winning label Titania Medien presents the fourth volume in its Sherlock Holmes – Die geheimen Fälle des Meisterdetektivs (Sherlock Holmes – The Secret Cases of the Master Detective) book and e-book series: Der Fall Harry Houdini (The Harry Houdini Case) or, in the English version, The Harry Houdini Case:
 
Berlin, 1908. During a guest performance by Harry Houdini and his wife Bess at the renowned Circus Busch, the famous escape artist narrowly escapes an acid attack. Although he has reasonable suspicion as to who is behind the perfidious murder attempt, the alleged perpetrators cannot be apprehended. Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson, who happen to be present at the performance, naturally offer their help in bringing the criminal villain to justice...
It is well known that Harry Houdini was one of the first so-called ‘sceptics’ and believed neither in supernatural human powers nor in esoteric miracles. For Houdini, exposing fraudulent psychics and self-proclaimed ‘mediums’ became his life's work, which even led to a deep rift between him and his former close friend, the passionate spiritualist and Sherlock Holmes creator Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
Houdini continued his fight against spiritualists even after his death: before he passed away on 31 October 1926, he agreed on a secret code with his wife, ‘Rosabelle, believe’ (from the song Rosabelle, which Bess liked to sing), and Bess invited various spiritualists to a séance on Halloween for ten years. The idea was that a ‘real’ medium would receive this code from Houdini's spirit, and any medium who could not recite the agreed code would be exposed as a charlatan. In 1936, Bess finally stopped attending spiritualist sessions, stating that ten years was enough time to wait for a sign from her husband.

Regarding the myth that Houdini would return from the dead, Henry Muller, curator of the Houdini Magical Hall of Fame, said: ‘Houdini never said he could come back. He just thought that if anybody could do it, it would be him.’ Every year on the anniversary of Houdini's death, which will be 100 years ago in 2026, US magicians still meet to receive a message that Houdini originally intended for his former friend Doyle. However, no one has yet received this message...


The Titania Medien label stands for excellent, multi-award-winning audio drama productions such as the series Grimms Märchen, Gruselkabinett and Sherlock Holmes – Die geheimen Fälle des Meisterdetektivs (awarded the Blauer Karfunkel by the Deutsche Sherlock Holmes-Gesellschaft and the audience award of the German book trade HörKules), as well as the successfully launched independent book series Sherlock Holmes – The Secret Cases of the Master Detective with self-contained new and already recorded stories about the English master detective Sherlock Holmes and his partner in crime Dr John Watson.

Titania Medien regularly features on the SPIEGEL bestseller list with its elaborate audio drama productions. The book series Sherlock Holmes – The Secret Cases of the Master Detective is available as a paperback or e-book and can be purchased anywhere that sells literature (source: https://lnk.to/fallhoudinibuch). 🔍 ISBN: ISBN 978-3-69027-016-8 (book) / ISBN 978-3-69027-006-9 (e-book).
